






Training Programme on Sustainable Agriculture : 



VK-Nardep undertook the project from 2001 to 2005. The findings were as follows:

1. Water stress helps in improving the yield

2. Pruning at a proper time has a positive impact on flowering

3. There is a correlation between the nutrients on the overall growth of the plant

4. Curing the seeds for four months gives the maximum oil yield

5. Always wash and dry the seeds immediately to avoid fungus infestation and the   

    resultant contamination of oil with aflatoxin as the oil is used for medicinal purposes

 (i)     No need of making a nursery for neem seedlings. Even a small or medium size tree can be replanted by 

taking out from the roots and chopping the branches and covering the portion with cow dung 

(ii)     Two kernels in one seed was surprising. It may be because of manuring and giving stress etc.

(iii)    Neem cake is a very good input for biogas and the slurry coming out from the unit is very good as a growth 

promoter / pest repellent. The slurry has a chelating effect 

 

Improving the quantity and oil content of Neem seeds :



Composting  Technologies including Vermi comost 

33 programmes   

From  1998 onwards......

Trained 1740  participants

Forest Department

Voluntary Organisations

Colleges and Schools

Farmers and SHG’s

Installed  hundreds of vermi-compost units  



Bio- Manure programmes  :

Sl.N Year Title Nos. part. Remarks

1. 2004 Bio-manure Entrepreneurs  
development course

10 500 KVIC & KEDAS, 
Trivandrum, 
Kerala

Awareness Programme on             
Bio-Manure

9 484 KVIC,  Madurai

3. 2006-2007 Skill Development Programme - 
Bio-Manure ( 4 days)

3 60 KVIC Madurai & 
Mumbai

supported by





 

Azolla Programme -Tamilnadu

Officials from DST, New Delhi visiting Kozhikottupothai  
to see the work of Azolla Technology
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Azolla Extension Activities :







 

Growing  

Nutraceuticals on 

terrace.  Ensures 

Health security. 

Moreover , 

Gardening is a 

great stress 

reliever

NRDC, New Delhi :  Extention Activities































We designed the project based on our earlier experience of 
Biofarm which was a collaborative effort with the Dept. of 
Science and Technology, Govt. of India. In this Aajeevika 
project we are trying to increase and integrate a number of 
activities and sub-systems by which the  families will remain 
engage throughout the year For example, composts, growth 
promoters etc. will integrate with kitchen garden while Azolla 
will be an input for poultry and goatry. Thus even if one sub-
system fails, the farmer can depend on the other for 
sustainability. 

“In the village of Erakadu, nestled within the landscapes of 
Rameswaram Island, a transformational journey began for me, 
courtesy of the CSR Grant provided by L&T Technology Services 
through Vivekananda Kendra NARDEP. As a partner  of this 
project, I found myself embarking on a path towards sustainable 
livelihoods, armed with newfound knowledge and resources.
Receiving three goats, ten country chicks, and an array of tools 
including a Kitchen Garden Kit, Vermi compost tray, Fish amino 
preparation bucket, and Azolla Feed bed marked the beginning of 
my venture. Little did I know, these seemingly humble provisions 
would soon become the pillars of my prosperity.

Ms.Shanthi narrates her experience as follows
Harit Aajeevika: Ms. Shanthi’s transformational Journey  with Vivekananda Kendra NARDEP

Integrated Farming system 

Moreover, the utilization of Fish amino acid as a growth booster for my plants unleashed unprecedented yields. The 
productivity of my jasmine plants doubled, allowing me to harvest 1000 flowers daily compared to a mere 500 before. 
With each bloom representing a valuable commodity in the market, my earnings saw a substantial surge.
In confronting challenges such as the infestation of red ants on my mango trees, I found innovative solutions at hand. 
Root spraying of Panchagavya mixed with water and the strategic application of soap water effectively eliminated 
the pests. 
From an income of Rs. 15,000 per month to now envisioning the possibility of reaching Rs. 20,000/- to Rs.22,000/-  the 
impact of this initiative on my financial well-being has been profound. Beyond the tangible gains, it has instilled in 
me a sense of empowerment and resilience.

The introduction of Azolla feed for my goats and hens proved to be a game-changer. Witnessing their enhanced 
health and productivity was not just gratifying, but financially rewarding. The size of eggs increased significantly, 
and the nourishment they provided became evident in the flourishing of my livestock.
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