
 
 

 

Echoes of Eco 
Eco-Views 

Retreat of Glaciers and water wars : This is taken from a research paper 
by ISRO scientists that appeared in “Current Science” issue of January 
2007.Global warming is destroying the glaciers at an alarming rate. This 
can destabilize entire South Asian region and trigger catastrophic water 
wars.   

Global warming could be twice as 
bad as forecast: Reuters: 2009 
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Powering our way out of poverty  
Sustainable development for poor 
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[Excerpt fr om Harish Hande's article in Green 
Room of BBC] 
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To  
Mother Earth  
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Divinity permeates the entire existence – Isopanish ad  
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I think I'm subconsciousl y often strongly influenced by nature...they look g ood and beautiful and are 
infinitely more elegant than straight lines of stee l and concrete.  – Laurie Baker  

Cost-Effective 
Construction Technology 
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Cost-Effective Construction 
and Carbon Credits  
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Excerpted from:  
Nilanjan Sengupta, Use of cost -
effective construction technologies in 
India to mitigate climate change , 
CURRENT SCIENCE, VOL. 94, NO. 1, 10 
JANUARY 2008 
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No Building 
material 

required by 
conventional 

method 

Reduction by using 
cost-effective 
construction 

technology (rat-trap 
bond wall, brick arch 

and filler slab) 

Reduction 
in CO 2 

emission 
in kg. 

1. Brick – 20,000 
nos 

20%, i.e. 4000 nos  1440 

2. Cement – 60 
bags or 3.0 t 

20%, i.e. 0.6 t 540 

3. Steel – 500 kg 
or 0.5 t 

25%, i.e. 0.125 t 375 

    
 Total reduction 

in Carbon-di-
oxide emission  

 2355 (say 
2.4 t) 

 
Table Source: Niranjan Sengupta: 2008 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Courtesy: www.adsoftheworld.com) 
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Rain produces good food, and is itself food. – Thir ukural [2:2] 

Workshop on “Roof Top Rain 
Water Harvesting” 

 
The workshop on roof water 
harvesting was conducted at 
Technology Resource Center of 
VK-NARDEP at Kalluvillai, 
Kanyakumari from 20 th to 22nd

April.  
 
The number of participants: 20 . 
The resource persons included 
Sri.G.Vasudeo, Er. Ramakrishnan 
and Shri.Varadharaj . The session 
provided participants an in- depth 
knowledge of the subject and its 
various dimensions 
 
The workshop was sponsored by 
CAPART, Hyderabad.  
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Rice���� 2700����
Wheat 1200����
Maize 900 
Soybean 2300 
Broiler poultry 2800 
Eggs 4700 
Pork 5900 
Beef  16000 

 

Industrial Water Footprints 
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p.43:  

Our Programme 

Roof top rainwater harvesting workshop: Demos, Hands-on training, multi-
media sessions. Participants had a holistic exposure to the concept and 
technology. 
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He who gives food gives life – Mahabharatha and Man imekalai 

Sustainable 
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In health all the senses and the mind act in perfec t co-ordination – Mahatma Gandhi 

A sad page from 
history… 

Green Health Home  which was 
open for 8 days treated 221 
patients.  
 
On 28th April seminar on “Varma 
Points for treatment”  was 
conducted at Vivekanandapuram 
in which 179 traditional physicians 
and Siddha students interested in 
Varma therapy participated. 
 
Dr. V. Ganapathy and a team of 
traditional Varma practioners 
provided the training as well as 
demonstration. 
  

Programmes this 
month  
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Farah M Shroff in Indigenous Knowledges in 
Global Contexts: Multiple Readings of Our 
World, Budd L. Hall, George Jerry����Sefa Dei,����
Dorothy Goldin Rosenberg,University of 
Toronto Press, 2000, p.220 
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Women SHG members market the 
Siddha medicinal products produced by 
them.  
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Inauguration by the lighting of ceremonial 
lamp by Siddha association president and 
participants.  

A section of participants 

Scientific exposition of Varma points 

Varma - Demonstration 
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An equation for me has no meaning, unless it repres ents the thought of God. - Albert Einstein 

Renewable  
Energy Revolution 
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Excerpted from "India needs a Renewable 
Energy Revolution to� $	��
��� 
�	�
��

M�
�������0� ��� Dr. Madhav Mehra, founder 

President of World Council for Corporate 
Governance, UK 

Programmes this 
month  

·  A Shakthi Surabhi plant was 
commissioned for Shri. 
Narayanan, Costal and Rural 
Development Trust, Kovalam, 
Kancheepuram Dist. 

 
·  Shakthi Surabhi  biogas 

training camp was held at 
Technology Resource Center 
of VK-NARDEP on 24 th of April 
The resource persons were 
Er.Ramakrishnan and Sri. 
Muneeswaran. Five persons 
underwent training.      

 
·  As part of a pilot project to 

encourage livestock-owning 
farmers in southern Tamil 
Nadu to convert animal waste 
into biogas to meet their 
energy needs and use the 
residue to increase soil 
fertility, a biogas plant was 
started at Madurai. 
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Biogas plant gets shaped 

Biogas + slurry use: 
individual case  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When learning is purposeful, creativity blossoms ; when the creativity blossoms, thinking 
emanates; when thinking emanates, knowledge is full y lit; when knowledge is lit, the society is 
enriched. – APJ Abdul Kalam 
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Out of the Box 
thinking…   

Motivation  workshop for 
Cooptex staff 

 
·  Third workshop was 

conducted from 15th April 
to 19th April and was 
attended by 23 staff 
members. The resource 
persons were:  

 
·  Shri.G.Vasudeo 
·  Shri.Hanumantha Rao 
·  Shri.V.Ramakrishnan 
 

Algorithm for India’s  
Ethical development  

 

The training caters to the 
needs of the body, mind, 
intellect, emotional well being 
and spirit. 

Lester Brown the founder of 
Worldwatch Institute (1974) is 
considered by many as the guru of 
the environment movement.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The learning that a man acquires in th is birth,  
 will exalt him even unto his seventh reincarnation  – Thirukural 40:8 
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True education is to realize at every step now our t raining and knowledge have organic connection 
with our surroundings – Rabindranath Tagore 

We live in dark times: we are 
destroying Mother Earth and many 
people have lost hope. So it is 
important to highlight all that is 
being done to heal our planet. 
More and more of us are 
protesting the magnitude of the 
insults perpetrated against people, 
animals, and environment, the 
selfish squandering of our 
children’s future all in the name of 
economic progress. Thousands 
are joining together to tackle 
problems of poverty, the 
unsustainable life styles of the 
elite and the destruction of the 
environment.  
 
Through programs such as the 
provision of small loans for the 
poor, empowerment of women, 
organic farms, farmers markets, 
the purchase of farmland and 
wilderness to prevent 
development, and alternative 
energy technologies, the quality of 
life can be improved and people 
can better live in harmony with 
nature. And nature is very 
resilient. Most importantly, we are 
realizing that we as individuals 
truly make a difference and are 
thinking more carefully about the 
effect of our actions.��������
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EINSTEIN:  Do you believe in 
the divine isolated from the 
world? 

TAGORE:  Not isolated. The 
infinite personality of man 
comprehends the universe. 
There cannot be anything that 
cannot be subsumed by the 
human personality, and this 
proves that the truth of the 
universe is human truth. 

EINSTEIN: There are two 
different conceptions about the 
nature of the universe - the world 
as a unity dependent on 
humanity, and the world as 
reality independent of the human 
factor. 

TAGORE: When our universe is 
in harmony with man, the 
eternal, we know it as truth, we 
feel it as beauty. 

Within Indian tradition, much 
emphasis is placed on the moment 
of discovery. Such insights need 
not be earth-shaking. They could 
be something quite trivial or small, 
but nonetheless they involve 
discovery. And when you discover 
something new, several powerful 
things happen. One is that you 
experience great joy. At that 
particular moment, there is nothing 
wanting, nothing you don't 
possess. Second, the discovery is 
something radically new. 
 
Humans have not been here 
before, but now this piece of 
knowledge has been uncovered for 
the first time. Finally, and 
somewhat paradoxically, at this 
very moment, you also see that 
this discovery is not something 
new, but in fact is something very 
familiar. There is no sense of 
strangeness in discovery, only a 
sense of belonging; it is as if you 
were returning to your point of 
departure. The cyclical nature of 
the world, as well as what you are 
in your own true nature, is  
uncovered in the moment of 
discovery. 

�����������
�����	�
�������
�����	�
�������
�����	�
�������
�����	�
���� ����
 

���������������������
�����������������������
�����������������������
�����������������������
�� ����


